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To Chapter V.2. 

Reference is made to the following documents: 

D1 : US-A-4 050 734 (RICHARD ET AL) 27 September 1 977 (1 977-09-27) 

D2: AU 291 33 77 A (RICHARD, D.B) 5 April 1 979 (1 979-04-05) 

D3: US-A-3 841 697 (MCFARLAND W,US) 1 5 October 1 974 (1 974-1 0-1 5) 

D4: US-A-3 549 1 99 (LEWIS F. SIBLEY) 22 December 1 970 (1 970-1 2-22) 

D5: WO 02/32710 A (PLANTEFORT EXPANSION SARL; DURIEUX, DENIS) 25 

April 2002 (2002-04-25) 
D6: FR-A-2 81 2 598 (BELLANGER ISABELLE ANNE MARIE) 8 February 2002 

(2002-02-08) 

D7: GB 693 979 A (BASIL LEONARD CATES) 8 July 1 953 (1 953-07-08) 



V.2.1 Indepe ndent Claim 1 

Document D1 shows (see column 5, fig. 10-14): 

a fabric sheeting cover for an open-topped goods container of rectangular horizontal 
cross-section, comprising: 

— a generally rectangular main area (cover 30) for covering the open top of the 
container; 

— and a pair of generally triangular side flaps (side skirts 32b) extending one from 
each of two opposed side edges of the main area, each side flap being movable with 
respect to the main area between a folded position where the flap overlies the main 
area and a deployed position where the side flap extends substantially at right angles 
to the main area; 

— elastic members (1 1 4) connecting the side flaps to the main area of the cover and 
arranged to pull the side flaps to their folded positions; 

— pull-means (followers 106) for each side flap arranged when tension is applied 
thereto to unfold the respective side flap against the bias provided by the elastic 
members thereby to move the side flap to its deployed position; and 

— tie-down means (tracks 110) for each flap, arranged to allow the securing thereof 
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in its deployed position. 

Therefore, the present application does not satisfy the criterion set forth in Article 33 (2) 
PCT because the subject-matter of independent claim 1 is not new in respect of prior art 
as defined in the regulations (Rule 64 (1 )-(3) PCT). 

V.2.2 Independent Claim 16 

Document D1 shows (see column 5, fig.10-14): 

a sheeting system for an open-topped goods container of rectangular horizontal 
cross-section, comprising a sheeting cover (30) in combination with means (arms 
56,58) to secure the cover in juxtaposition to a container so that the main area of the 
cover (30) may be extended to overlie the open top of the container with said 
opposed edges running substantially parallel to two opposed edges of the open top. 

■ 

Therefore, the present application does not satisfy the criterion set forth in Article 33 (2) 
PCT because the subject-matter of independent claim 16 is not new in respect of prior art 
as defined in the regulations (Rule 64 (1)-(3) PCT). 

V.2.3. Depe ndent claims 2-15.17-25 

Claims having as subject-matter special embodiments of the invention do not fulfil the 
provisions of the PCT (Art. 33 and Rule 6 PCT); the features of the following claims do not 
add new features or anything of inventive significance (in the sense of Arts. 33 (2) or (3) 
PCT) to the subject-matter of claim 1 or 1 6. 

V 3. Further Remarks an d Defects in the Application Documents 
V.3.1 . With Ftefinent to the Claims 

The independent claim 1 is not cast properly in the two part form, with those features 
which in combination are part of the closest prior art (see chapter V.2.) being placed in the 
preamble; consequently, it does not meet the requirements of Rule 6.3 (b) PCT. 
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If the applicant is of the opinion that a two-part form of claim 1 would be inappropriate he 
is invited to provide reasons in his reply. In addition, the applicant should ensure that it is 
completely clear from the description which features of the subject-matter of claim 1 are 
known from the closest prior art document; see PCT Guidelines PCT/GL/3 III, 2.3a. 

Reference signs in parentheses should be inserted in the claims to increase their 
intelligibility, Rule 6.2 (b) PCT. This applies to both the preamble and characterising 
portion. 

V.3.2. With Respect to the Description 

The closest prior art document is not identified in the description and the relevant back- 
ground art disclosed therein is not briefly discussed; therefore, the description does not 
meet the requirements of Rule 5.1 (a) (ii) PCT. 

V.3.3. General Requirements for Amendments 

In the case the applicant files amendments, it is requested to file them by way of replace- 
ment of complete pages. Additional pages should be numbered e.g. 1a, 1b etc. Moreover, 
the applicant's attention is drawn to the fact that, as a consequence of Rule 66.8(a) PCT 
the examiner is not permitted to carry out any amendments under the PCT procedure, 
however minor these may be. 

In order to facilitate the examination of the conformity of the amended application with the 
requirements of Article 34(2)(b) PCT, the applicant is re quested to cle arly Identify the 
amendments carried out , no matter whether they concern amendments by addition, re- 
placement or deletion, and to indicate t he passages of the application as filed pn 
which these amendments are based (see also Rule 66.8(a) PCT). 

If the applicant regards it as appropriate these indications could be submitted in 
handwritten form on a copy of the relevant parts of the application as filed. 

The attention of the applicant is drawn to the fact that the application may not be 
amended in such a way that it contains subject-matter which extends beyond the 
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content of the application as filed, Article 34 (2) (b) PCT. 



Form PCT/ISA/237 (Separate Sheet) (Sheet 4) (EPO-January 2004) 



